The House on Mango Street

by Sandra Cisneros

Yonkers Montessori Academy

SUMMER READING ASSIGNMENT 2023
For Students Entering 9t" grade




oth GRADE SUMMER READING ASSINGMENT

This is the summer reading assignment for students entering ninth grade ot
Yonkers Montessori Academy in September 2023. The goal of summer reading is
to maintain and enhance your reading, writing, and vocabulary skills while you
are away from school.

REQUIRED READING:

The House on Mango Street by Sandra Cisneros

v" This book is widely available to purchase at bookstores and online. If you
have a public library card, you may request it through the Westchester
Library system. | have also found it on a google by searching grade9
houseonmango.pdf

v" Complete this packet as you read. Write in complete sentences unless the
directions say otherwise, or the activity requires a different type of response.

v" Summer Reading will be collected when students return in September and
calculated into the * quarter grade.

v" There will be several follow-up activities and a test will be given too. These
arades will be part of the * quarter as well.

Enjoy your summer & enjoy your reading!

Any questions or concerns, you may reach oul to Mrs. Schleifer by email
eschleifer@yonkerspublicschools.org




Background Information

N T

This novel is written as a series of 44 short scenes
which zoom in and focus closely on a moment or
character, to give a vivid picture about that character, an
idea, setting, and/or object.

These are known as vignettes.

The word ‘vignette’ comes from the French vigne
meaning “little vine,” and the term came from the small
vines drawn on the pages of printed texts. So, like the
vines on the page, vignettes are little sections of a

much bigger work.

Vignettes are mostly descriptive. They often include
little or no plot development. They are not stand-
alone literary works, nor are they complete plots or
narratives. Instead, vignettes are small parts of a larger
worlk, and when placed together they combine to

create a complete story.
Why did Cisneros write this book as a series of vignettes!?

“She thinks people who are busy working for a living
deserve beautiful little stories, because they don’t have
much time and are often tired. She has in mind a book that

can be opened
at any page and will still make sense to the reader who

doesn’t know what came before or comes after.”’

What about that title?

The house from the title is a combination of the
author’s many homes, but is placed on a street,
‘Mango Street’, where the Cisneros family never

actually lived.

Sandra Cisneros was

born in Chicago in 1954, the
only daughter in a Mexican-
American family of seven
children. She had many home
spaces as her family traveled
frequently between Chicago
and Mexico, often settling in
a different house upon each
return.

Cisneros started writing
at a young age: encouraged
by a teacher, she began
writing poetry in high school,
worked on her school literary
magazine, and then even
deciding to study English at
University. She went on to
work as a teacher, while still
investing in her own writing in
her spare time.

Cisneros  received a
National Endowment for

the Arts fellowship in 1982,
allowing her to focus on
her writing. She published
The House on Mango Street
in 1984, which was a huge
success and even won the
American Book Award.

Drawing on the unsettled
nature of her own childhood,
as well as her identity as the
only girl growing up with
many brothers, the novel
creates an vivid picture of
one girl's search for a sense
of belonging andidentity.




Vignette |:The House on Mango Street

Describe the Narrator as best you can

using complete sentences.

Why do you think the author is using

first person point of view!

\\-_Ill.l.l_

What are some positive aspects of
the house on Mango Street!?

Is this the Narrator’s dream home?
Explain your answer.

——

— —

What does the final line of this vignette (1) illustrate about the

narrator and her parents?

oShe has a bad relationship with her parents.
oHer parents often disappoint her.
0 She thinks that her parents are liers.

oShe is hopeful that they will move again soon.
oShe is very perceptive and insightful.

oHer parents often make promises they don’t keep.

Vignette 2:

Hairs

Cisneros uses lots of descriptive imagery to help paint vivid pictures in the reader’s mind.

List the key words used to describe
her mother’s hair

Identify a SIMILE in this
vignette:

She describes the
smell of her
mother's hairas...

What do these deseriptions tell us about her
relationship with her mother?



How is the topic of gender introduced in this Boys & Girls
vignette!?

“ Until then, | am a red balloon tied to an anchor”

Explain in 2-4 sentences what this metaphor illustrates about the narrator’s feelings.

Vignette 4: My Nawme

[ r w
Who was the narrator named after? E\\va &%Qm\wh\.&m\.\.\.ﬂmm_.&.\.\m&h.&.@N@ﬂ‘.‘.ﬁ.&m.ﬁ,&&m: =
name or nickname 5
&}
Why doesn’t the narrator like her name?
A “Iihave m::m_.:m.a What n_mmvm_.. point is the narrator making about her dreams for the

future? Respond in 3-5 complete sentences.
her name, but | P P

. don’t wantto
inherit her place

by the window."

........................................................................................... Cathy Queen ofCats  Vignefte

dentify words/lines which relate to Q
he issue of poverty, shame, and - - :
ocial class: Cathy Provide evidence to support this

statement (a direct quote)

believes
she is
superior
to others
on Mango
Street




#f Our Good Day «,w&

!
:

Vignette 7: Laughter]

Rachel & Lucy’s | Esperanza &
laughter is compared to: | Nenny's
laughter is compared to:

Why doesn’t Cathy want to befriend Rachel
& Lucy!

But Esperanza does, which shows that
she is...

Create a SIMILE to describe your own
laughter:

How would you describe the narrator’s
relationship with her sister?

Give this vignette anew TITLE:

girls’ social status and write it =

Find a quote which shows that
here:

Esperanza identifies with the

Find a quote from this vignette that shows the
Happiness the narrator feels:

Vignette 8: Gil's Furniture Bought &Sold

”. Highlight ONE of the similes in this excerpt.
Then he starts it up and all sorts of

things start happening. It’s like all of a sudden he let go a million moths all over the dusty
furniture and swan- neck shadows and in our bones. It’s like drops of water. Or like
marimbas only with a funny little plucked sound to it like if you were running your fingers
across the teeth of a metal comb. 73




Describe a time you did something daring or <E=®._..—.® 9: Meme

risky like the children do in the First Annual Tarzan Esperanza describes her Orti
Jumping Contest? neighbors in great detail. 1z
— What does this convey

/ about the type of
community she lives in?

)

Why do you think that Louie’s cousin reacts
wildly when he hears the sirens?
© He has heard of situations of police
brutality.

Why do you think Louie’s cousin drives the children around? & The car he isdriving isstolen.
S © He isdriving without alicense.
¢ 0 He has an illegal number of people in
g the car.
= C He is wanted for acrime.
- ¥
2 m 8 mm D Home, Family & Community mlﬂ o Other:
nw & - k . < How does the way this story of the Cadillac is narrated emphasize
2 " by D Social Class Mw the fact that the narrator is 2 young child?
@ = - L
Mhm € mrm D Identity & Maturity & Content Words | language
S8 E< 3]
g ¢ §°g D Foreignness & Culture ﬁ
xE® o 2 &
_mm - wm [ |Women &Girls muu
M Character .
Who isMarin? TY o v Vignette | ||
B :
B 5 Zm.—-_ﬂ
. . . Q.
Why does she sit outside atnight? £ m MW,. Similarities: —
g3 E
8 5<
. R
Summarize why Esperanza likesher: .m_ Im, .m
L 05
2 a Differences: |
«
What is meant by: “Marin isalready M

older than us in mayways’?

Do you think that Marin’s DF- DZO ng<ve

dreams will come true?




" Those Who Don't

What point do you think Cisneros is making about how we view other people?

ThereWas an OldWoman She Had So Many Children She Didn’t KnowWhat to Do

Question / Answer How do you know? Explain/ Give evidence.

Does Esperanza have a positive
opinion of the Vargas children?

[ Yes [] No[] It's complicated

Does Esperanza feel any
sympathy for Rosa Vargas?

Vargas?

| Yes = ZOE It's complicated

Does Esperanza think that the
community holds responsibility for
other people?

[ Yes ] No[] It's complicated

What happens to Angel

Alicia Who Sees MiCe |

What does Alicia’s father see as What doesEsperanza admire How is Alicia different than Marin?
the role of women? about Alicia?




What does the sky
symbolize to Esperanza?

o Afeeling of deep sadness

0 Aplace of peace andsecurity

01 The potential forbeauty
<o The great equalizer in an unfair
W world
% A world of possibilities

o Other:

(check all that

A quote which shows that Esperanza’s
community is not a very pretty place:

1

And Some More

thischapterisnotwritten conventionally
with quotation marks. Why do you think
Cisneros decided to write like this?

Do you enjoy this style choice? Why or why
not?

(lYes [] No

How else does Cisneros create an
active, impassioned conversation
between thegirls?

. \,WV Darius & the Clouds

Do you ::av.w\nm and security in nature, or natural

elements?
Explain why (or when) or why not.

The Family of Little Feet

11
Them are

dangerous,

he says.You girls

too young to be
wearing
shoes like that

TWO reasons
why the heels might be dangerous:

How do men react to the girls wearing heels?

Wm w mw”aw D Home, Family & Community m-.%
=E =x i
3¢ m.mu D Social Class &
£:Z47 , . o
52§85 D Identity &Maturity =
=B EET oy
m 2 €3 g D Foreignness & Culture Sm
x Es © 5
ESg2E : h
2E k8% D Women & Girls m...e

Think about the high heel shoes, then finish the following sentences:

At first, Ithought

But now Irealize




Rice Sandwich How is the experience with the nun - _ wﬂ
here similar to a previous story S 2
mentioned? 8 M.
reasons Esperanza uses to try to o >
w convince her mother to let her = =
take a packed lunch to school: 3o
3 3
- I
5
.M ~
@ @
® 5
n -—
® 3
vl
0
=~
T
o
=2
ct
L
“u
|List WORDS used to . _ g
aiits Vignette 19: Chancla
Which of the followin Esperanza’s
saﬂmm aﬁuﬁm HM Sms: & FEET: What evidence is there that m.mvmﬂm:nm is feeling
narrator’s emotions in this self-conscious at the party?
vignette?
[[]Conflicted [ ]Proud M
[]Protective []irritated H
[Jindifferent [ Jidentity %
mmﬁmﬂo WM““Q M How does this relate to the topic of growing up?
[JAmusing [ Complex
[JLoving [ ] Understood
[] Cultural [[]Maturing
Identify a SIMILE used to describe hips: Let us focus on ZQ==<"
20: I__um How is Nenny
different to
the other
girls?

Summarize this Vignette: “She is in a world we don’t belong to anymore.”

What does Esperanza mean by this?




Vignette: I e FirstJob

21
r Es This shows usthat
oes m__..ﬂ:Nn S he is...
mwuoam is n:__m..m:a%k»
na..o__n school?
o He is very religious.

0 He has a very negative
opinion of publicschools.

o He went toCatholic
school himself.

o He wants to appear wealthy.

Why do you think Esperanza lets Tito push her?

How might Esperanza feel when the older man
forces her into kissing him?

Vignette 23: Analyzing Imagery

Cisneros uses language to paintvivid pictures.

How is ﬁ.q_ulﬂ.n used in this
Sm:mﬁm to he _um_:Wm picture
m illustrate speranza’s
mm__:mmmcoﬁ:m_.mc:ﬁ

Papa Who Wakes Up Tired in 22
the Dark _#

esssa Company = 19:33 ..W

o Qr

® 394 likes 3
_ A Q) .....

sadpd , s1daouo) 8ig,, a4 01 320g 09

"21oUSIA SIYY WO 22U3PIAD YuM  Auunwiiuo) pup Ajup4 awopH,, 4oj 939jdwod pup

Imagine you are Esperanza, posting about your abuelito’s death.

Identify an example of PERSONIFICATION used:
1

List all the
negative
words
used in to
describe
Aunt Lupe.

Elenita, Cards, Palm,Water

Why is Esperanza disappointed with the
fortune she isread?

H

B
=)

What might A Howe in the Heart” mean?




Am m_..m_ do No Name “That's the story. That's what she

said again and again. Once to the
hospital people and twice to the
police. No address. No  name.
Nothing in his pockets. Ain't it a
shame.”

What are SIX key phrases used to describe
Geraldo?

Circle a word above which
you think is key to the
author’s underlying message
about the deepertheme.

What is the TONE
of the last line above?

i~

£

=
Why do you think Cisneros included this vignette? What do you think she is trying to say about
language and social status?

What do these details tell us about

Edna’s Ruthie

What quote from this vignette do
you think is most important? Why?

In what way is Ruthie trapped?

................................................................................................ The Earl of Tennessee

This vignette is packed with description and imagery. See if you
can find examples of each of the following techniques, and then discuss and explain their effect.

SIMILE

PERSONIFICATION

ONOMATOPOEIA




Sire

“Everything is holding

its breath inside me"

What does Esperanza mean by this?

i1 She feels scared and anxious.
1 She feels excited about

=
Esperanza is o = ..m
not scared 25 m s
of the boys __||_ 5| = |m.
outside. B
3
Esperanza = m
feels superior | & & m s
to Sire's I m.
girlfriend. 00|33
=
Esperanza S .W.
desires tobe E ,Hh g m
n =
H..ﬂ.u_d grown | 45 EE

the possibility of desire.
1 She is uncomfortable
about Sire’s attention.
= She is hiding her feelings
from her parents.

.............................................................................................................. Four SkinnyTrees

In what ways is Esperanza like the four skinny trees?

Physical appearance

Place/belonging

Personality traits

Sense of community

......................................................................................................... No Speak English

By what is Mamacita frapped?

Find a quote to show -
that Esperanza tries to empathize

What are 2
possible
meanings of
the title?

Why do you think that Mamacita
doesn’t learn English?

01 She hates America and so doesn’t want to speak the
language.

O She misses her home and doesn’twant to get
integrated into a new culture.

1 She is uneducated and doesn’t haveanyone to teach her.

0O She doesn’t want to talk to her husband.



RafaelaWho Drinks Coconut &
Papaya Juice onTuesdays

31

A character who Rafaela
is similarto:

An allusion is a reference to another piece of
literature, art, history, religion, or culture.

How and Why is
allusion vsed in this
vignette?

Pick a color to
symbolize Rafaela:

33: Minerva writes poetry

32: Sally

What is thereality of
Sally's life?

How is Sally seen by
others!?

Can you think of somebody you know who

people seem to judge, yet you know there is

more to them than meets the eye! Explain
(but don't use real names).

You write poetry

Re-read the vignette, thinkingabout the deeper theme.
As you read, underline any sentences, phrases, or key
words which you think are essential to the theme,

Get a scrap piece of paper. Write out 8-10 phrases or
groups of words you have underlined.
Spend time making these lines into 2 poem. You may
need to add in your own words, rearrange lines, etc.
| Remember: poems don't need to rhyme, but do think about
* line structure, imagery, rhythm, and tone.
Once you are happy with your poem, give it a title, and
then write it outbelow.

Title:

34: Bums in the Attic

Which of the following lines illustrates
Esperanza’s ability for empathy?

o “ldon’t tell them | am ashamed-all of us staring
out the window like the hungry.”

0 “They don’t look down at all except to be
content to live on hills.”

o “Ill offer them the attic, ask them to stay.
because | know how it is to be without a
house.”

0 “Bums, I'll say, and I'll be happy.”

Esperanza still longs for her own home, but how has
that vision changed?




Esperanza wants tobe:

o Married
Independent
Like Nenny

“I have begun my own
quiet war. Simple. Sure”

Whatis this ‘war’ Esperanza has

Beautiful & Cruel

Equal to men
Desired

started?

{check all thatapply)

8]
a
o Unmarried
o
O

What are the
differences between
Esperanza & Nenny?

Esperanza’s mother says “l could’ve been somebody, you

know?”

Of whom is something similar said?

Why type of talents does her mother have?
Why type of intelligence does her mother lack?
Why did her mother not pursue education?

What advice does Esperanza’s mother give her?

Personal Thoughts

Sally said, “He never hits me hard.”
Do you think this is true? []Yes

Evidence for youropinion:

INo

«...the family that spoke like guitars”
o Onomatopoeia ~ Hyperbole

m o Metaphor o1 Personification

g o. Simile o Allusion

The figurative language illustrates to the
reader that...

Ins..

This

. Agquestionyou'd
ask Esperanza

at this point, if

you could:

Why do you think Sally goes
back withher father?

A Smart Cookie

What Sally Said

Why does her father
hit her?

The Monkey Garden

What might the Monkey Garden
represent for the children?

Whydoes Esperanza get
so angry in this vignette?




Wmn_ n_0<<3m  Which of the following words relate to

 Esperanza’s emotions in thisvignette?
Who is Esperanza most angry with [ Pride [ ]Empathy [ | Understanding
in this Sm:mﬂﬂmw : _H_bﬁms.m_._ D._ou_ocmx O Betrayal
(confusion [J Maturity L] Indifference

- How does Cisneros shows these
Do you think that this is who Esperanza should be emotions through her use of
angry with?  HYes UNo Hit’s complicated _ language:

Explain your choice:

Linoleum Roses [
How is Sally’s husband like her father?

Were you surprised that Sally got married?
On the one hand, Yes, because... On the other hand, NO, because...

Do you feel hopeful for Sally? LI Yes [INo

What point do you think Cisneros is making about material wealth and status in this
vignette!

The Three Sisters

What do you think Esperanza wished for?

What do you think the sister means when she says,“remember to come
back for the others™




How do Alicia’s words echo the
advice Esperanza received in the
previous vignette?

Alicia & ITalking on Edna’s Steps

What makes

Esperanza
laugh?

N

What does this tell us about the community? @

o Itisa fun, cheerful place to be.
o Nobody really cares about it it's seenas unimportant.

Do you think that Esperanza is more or less o R ksceneviisee whishidsesyt ghvotgraphiwel,
likely to take this advice when it comes

fromAlicia? [JMore [JLess

Why?

o They really hate authority figures.

Esperanza @callmeCassandra » 13h Vi

=

Howmany times
is “MY" written?

T o

Rank each of the following in terms of how much of a motivating factor you think they are (1.mest -teasy):

She wants to She wants She doesn’t Shewants
live somewhere to be want herlife to have
other than completely to revolve her own
Mango Street, independent. around men, belongings.

..................................................................... Mango Says Goodbye Sometimes

In your own words, explain what you
think Esperanza means when she says that Mango Streetis
“the house | belong but do not belong to.”

Pick a color to symbolize the feelings
of this final chapter:

Give a reason for your choice:

"... 1 have gone away to
come back.

! Identi

fy what you think is the most important
qguotation from thisfinal vignette:

For the ones | left behind.

For the ones who cannot

out."
Who might Esperanza be thinking

.

about here? List af least three of the most
important, in your opinion.




